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terms of governance of research collaborations. We also compare the EU sponsored research programmes 
to the bilateral collaborations. Finally we identify a series of proposals in order to generate a co-funded and 
co-decided partnership.
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Le cadre des coopérations Euro-méditerranéennes de recherche et innovation. Effets sur les 
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projects in areas dealing with issues of common interest, from health care to the development 
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and citizens’ empowerment and viable economic, industrial and employment models, among 
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The experience of the MIRA project 
process and, since the nineties, was progressively integrated in more general schemes of cooperation 
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The European Union also progressively changed its idea about research and international 
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changed profoundly the main orientations of the successive FPs. Progressively, the idea was 




















to strategic alliances toward competitive technologies. Innovation became the buzzword. As 





























































































































understood as useful knowledge.
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We just want to indicate that the European Union has a strong commitment in the region and it 

































can still wonder why the process has been so slow, either institutionally or why it is perceived 
rather as a disappointing process.
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of putting these words into action. 
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of demand-driven and impact-driven (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frame of cooperation based on a renewed partnership according to the principles mentioned above.
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less rapidly than the overall production and new partners are appearing from outside Europe 
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It is interesting to note that the specialisation pattern of publications of some of these countries, 
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orientation in favour of basic, biological and bio-medical research is also the general tendency 












Framework Programmes, in particular related to international cooperation, include environmental 
objectives and sciences. 
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less the same number of agreements. 
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2. EU-sponsored research programmes 
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are partially responsible for this huge difference. The percentage of participation would even be 
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partner countries. This seems a normal outcome for an instrument that was designed to 
serve European research. We are still far from the principles that have been laid by the Euro-
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the number of projects by domains. This is an important result because it denotes a discrepancy 
between what is programmed and considered important by the EC and the actual participation of 
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a political level and there has been little leverage effect with stakeholders outside governments 















3. Some opinions of users from the MIRA survey
















































scientists are responding to calls for projects, thus making project funding a common practice. 
Table 2. Framework of collaboration of scientists from Mediterranean partner countries.




Bilateral co-operation J56 X7*7^
International project X; 5X*X^
EU project X65 5;*V^
Foreign public project 5VX ;5*X^
Foreign private project M; 5*<^
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from the Framework Programme due to their impossibility to handle the administrative aspects 
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of participating in a project. We can also see that they get very little technical and administrative 
support from their administrations, even if this aspect is slowly progressing, and the enormous 
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Table 3. Tasks and budget distribution as discussed (or not) by one’s team/lab.
Tasks distribution EU "
Count %EU Count ^"
Your lab was involved 7V J;*<^ XJ7 *;X^
/x
#2"	
	 < 7*VV^ 5MM VV*7^
Total J;5 ;66 <MV ;66
Budget distribution EU "
Count %EU Count ^"
Your lab was involved MJX X*<7^ V75 M;*J^
/x
#2"	
	 V5V VM*55^ VM< X7*V;^
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IV – Issues for the future 
The situation we have described has different facets and it is usual to identify, when actually 
engaged in the cooperation programmes, the most severe administrative burdens. But these 
are probably hiding more serious shortcomings. These range from general policy orientation to 
practical functioning of the projects under EU funding. We will go through them from the most 
mundane to the most strategic.
1. Amendments to practical issues
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Brazilian or Russian programmes, and there is a net transfer of partnership from the traditional 
European partners to those coming from other countries.
















































   
 
participants, further add to the hurdles of this cooperation.
2. Linking research to innovation
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There is no simple solution for the setting-up of an innovation system since it does not depend 
upon the sole commitment of the public sector, or the willingness of some companies and faculty 




















the economic analysis of economic development.


















numerous schemes of support to innovation and technological development. A few countries 
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schemes. In great part this analytical gap is ascribable to the fact that innovation usually depends 
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and competitive knowledge-based societies that ensure sustainable and inclusive growth and 
jobs. The Council’s conclusions underline the need to stimulate the culture of creativity, science 
and entrepreneurship, particularly among young people. It also recognizes the multidisciplinary 



















































trade and economic prosperity, with strong development perspectives for entrepreneurs in order 
















to create value and achieve complementary economic development are central to the research 
and innovation chain.
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of funding but rather a matter of political willingness. 
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at linking the academic and industrial communities to embark on a fruitful cooperation, translating 
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programmes could address this challenge. RDI-Egypt and the Tunisian RDI program have had 
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4. Creating a permanent space for coordination of EU-MPC cooperation 
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interest and their similarity with European priorities. Only by this means can the sustainability and 
long-term maintenance of research programme be guaranteed.




















that it is the people and not the rulers, like before, who are currently driving the political and socio-
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V – Toward a regional programme for research and innovation
The previous description of the state of play and issues to be tackled shows a diversity of actions 
pointing to the same direction but ruled by different instruments, mechanisms and decision-





















































































administrative tasks and clinical practice. 
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formulation and their RDI performance. This could be implemented through a cooperative 
scheme for granting innovative, economically feasible, demand-driven projects bridging the gap 
between applied research and real regional industrial and economic development needs. Another 
component would be to provide technological assessment for restructuring the governance of 
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curiosity and sharing a common language and long-term interests, has always been maintained, 
even between hostile countries, and has considerably improved along these years reaching a 
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very much oriented toward engineering and applied sciences. A regional strategy needs to build 






oriented activities on both sides of the basin. Whatever its actual name, or political backing are, 
hope should be instilled in creating such a regional initiative that could play an important role 
in addressing the urgent demands of the population, of the youth and the aspirations for more 
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EU. Euro-Mediterranean Charter for Enterprise.
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ANNEX: Overview of major programmes, projects or actions of the 
European Union relevant for the Mediterranean







































































Association Agreements and the ENPI. 












 The ENPI Regional Indicative Programme for Euro-Mediterranean Partnership is the most 







 	 	 



























































































!0  ! /=









 ""  
 ([" +
	
borders, to help ameliorate differences in living standards across these borders, and to 



















in the ENPI regulation, while taking account also of the need to maintain continuity from 
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those of the EU member states. In the coming years, emphasis will be put on developing 
networks of e-learning, e-health and e-culture using the ENPI facilities at the bilateral and 
regional priorities.
 Technical Assistance and Information Exchange (TAIEX). It provides short-term technical 
assistance and advice on convergence with EU legislation, best practices and standards and 
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